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THE CRUSADE AGAINST CANCER. 


WE publish elsewhere an article from the Times of 
April 11th relating to the new scheme “ for the systematic 
investigation of cancer ” which has “ received the sanc- 
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tion of the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal 
College of Surgeons.” After duly setting forth the aims 
and scope of the great scheme, the 7imes writer proceeds 
to throw cold water on it in a very diverting fashion. 
He even goes so far as to suggest that the Executive 
Committee is not only too large, but is too exclusively 
professional : “ It is true that cancer is a disease, and 
diseases are the peculiar province of medical men. But 
the medical profession has had cancer under observation 
for a very long period, and it has not arrived at any 
strikingly satisfactory conclusions.” The following 
passage is also illuminative : “ One of the most striking 
things about the science of the present day is recognition 
of the part played by the infinitely little. Investiga- 
tion of quantities previously thought negligible has 
yielded some of the most striking discoveries of the 
age.” It is pretty safe to conclude that there will be 
a very small halfpennyworth of curative bread, for the 
£100,000’s worth of scientific sack to be consumed in 
this research. As Dr. Cooper would say, the commercial 
instincts of the profession are against cures, especially if 
wrought with single doses or infinitesimal quantities ; and 
it is highly probable that the section of the profession 
which has learned to appreciate the powers of “ the 
infinitely little ” will be rigorously excluded from taking 
any part in this “ research.” 
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CANCER RESEARCH*. 


WE publish to-day a scheme for the systematic investigation 
of cancer, which has received the sanction of the Royal College 
of Physicians and the Royal College of Surgeons. Any scheme 
for systematic research is to be welcomed in this country on 
general grounds, were it only as an example and an educative 
agency, but there are few subjects of investigation which appeal 
more directly to the public than this dreaded and _ hitherto 
mysterious disease. It is proposed to raise a fund of £100,000, 
which is to be administered by a General Committee of at least 
twenty members, and an Executive Committee of twelve 
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members representing various learned and scientific bodies. 
The duties of the Executive Committee will be to erect and 
carry on laboratories for the study of cancer, to assist similar 
laboratories which may be maintained by other agencies for 
the same purpose, to invite the consultative co-operation of men 
of science whose special studies may in any way throw light 
upon the main problem, to encourage and systematise all 
observations likely to prove helpful, and generally to co-ordinate 
and focus all attainable information bearing directly or in- 
directly upon investigation of the nature, causes, distribution, 
prevention, and treatment of cancer. The scheme, it will be 
seen, is sufficiently comprehensive, and if carried out with 
vigour and in a thoroughly scientific spirit, ought to produce 
beneficial results. The machinery proposed will probably strike 
many people as being somewhat cumbrous. Considering the 
functions of the Executive Committee, it is not quite clear what 
the General Committee will find to do. It seems to be rather 
in the nature of a decorative body, and its existence does not 
enhance the attractiveness of the scheme as a business move- 
ment. The Executive Committee itself is quite sufficiently 
large. It is a matter of common experience that the efficiency 
of a committee is usually in inverse ratio to its number, some 
cynics say to the square of its number. Then as to its compo- 
sition, we venture to doubt whether the committee is not too 
exclusively professional. It is true that cancer is a disease, 
and that diseases are the peculiar province of medical men. 
But the medical profession has had cancer under observation 
for a very long period, and it has not arrived at any strikingly 
satisfactory conclusions. It is at least conceivable that medical 
investigation is somewhere wanting in the breadth and scientific 
penetration required to grapple with this difficult problem. In 
that case the inclusion of one or two men of science, untram- 
melled by medical predispositions, might greatly facilitate the 
search for truth. 

Again, without in the least depreciating laboratory research, 
one can hardly help noting that, while it produces most 
elaborate papers upon the pathological changes induced by or 
accompanying disease, it does not add in an equal degree to the 
ability of our physicians to cure or prevent disease. Diagnosis 
becomes a fine art, and the patient has the advantage of know- 
ing that his case will be classified with rigorous exactitude, but 
his chances of recovery, which he excusably regards as the main 
thing, are not always appreciably better than they were before 
his malady was described in a string of sesquipedalian words. 
In this case the knowledge which chiefly concerns the public 
must apply to a period antecedent to the qualification of a 
patient to become the subject of laboratory research. So far as 
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can be seen, cancer is a perversion of the ordinary processes of 
cell-growth and tissue-repair. That perversion presumably 
comes from some persistent defect, possibly a small and incon- 
spicuous defect operating over a long period, in the general 
chemical processes of his system. That, again, may presumably 
be due to some chronic error of nutrition, to the persistent 
withholding of some element necessary, perhaps in the minutest 
quantity, to the normal metabolism, or to the persistent 
ingestion in water or food of minute quantities of something 
that interferes with healthy cell-growth. One of the most 
striking things about the science of the present day is recogni- 
tion of the part played by the infinitely little. Investigation of 
quantities previously thought negligible has yielded some of the 
most striking discoveries of the age. But it maybe doubted 
whether conceptions, very familiar to the chemist, have yet 
made much way in the medical profession. From that point 
of view the one vital discovery about cancer—namely, how to 
prevent it or to stay its course—is more probably to be sought 
in minute and patient study of the living organism and its 
environment than in the investigations of the laboratory. 
That study must include investigation of the action of infini- 
tesimal quantities of various elements and their cumulative 
effects. 
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CANCER RESEARCH. 
To the Editor of THE HOMEOPATHIC WORLD. 


DEAR SiR,—I notice that in the May issue of your 
valuable journal you give some prominence to an extract 
from the Times of April 11th last on the above subject, 
and that you draw attention to same under the head of 
“News and Notes ” ; but the way in which you deal 
with the matter is so extremely mild, not to say “ milk 
and watery,” that I fear your readers will not recognise 
that anything like a grave danger is looming in the 
medical horizon. 

I therefore desire to make known to all who read the 
HOMEOPATHIC WORLD that whenever anything like 
“research ” is promulgated and laboratories are to be 
established for systematic investigation, it is pretty safe 
to conclude that a series of vile cruelties are contemplated 
for perpetration upon helpless animals—dogs in particular 
—and it behoves all who take an interest in protecting 
animals from falling into the hands of those who manage 
these horrible chambers of torture in the name of science, 
falsely so called, to make themselves acquainted with 
actual facts. So long as this proposed investigation is 
confined to the clinical aspects of cancer or the investi- 
gators think well to operate upon themselves, well and 
good ; but the subjection of animals to untold tortures, it 
is to be hoped, will not be permitted. The committee of 
the Canine Defence League is doing what it can to bring 
this aspect of the question to the notice of the gentleman 
who has contributed so handsomely to the object of cancer 
investigation, and I sincerely trust that all readers of the 
HOMEOPATHIC WORLD will recognise the danger ahead, 
and do what they can, by exercising their individual 
powers, to prevent any of this money being spent in the 
torture of the lower animals. 

I am, dear sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
J. SUTCLIFFE HURNDALL, M.R.C.V.S. 

Sussex Villas, Kensington, W.., 

May 20, 1902. 


